
President and Chair of Seedco  
Financial Services, Secretary of the 
Seedco Board, Founder of Seedco

When Manhattan’s small busi-
nesses needed help getting 

back on their feet after 9/11, Seedco 
Financial Services was there with low 
interest loans and financial exper-
tise. Today, Seedco is helping small 
businesses devastated by Hurricane 
Katrina to rebuild and recover. The 
same story is told many times over in 
the United States, thanks to the vision 
and drive of Bill Grinker. 
	 Grinker has worked to help 
disadvantaged people throughout 

his career. After decades in human services administration and consulting, he 
founded Seedco, “Structured Employment Economic Development Corporation,” 
in 1987. Twenty years later, the organization has offices in Alabama, Atlanta, 
Baltimore, Buffalo, Memphis, New Orleans and New York City, and additional 
projects throughout the United States. Partnering with community organizations 
and institutions, Seedco develops, operates, and learns from model programs tar-
geted toward helping low-income people join the workforce and attain economic 
self-sufficiency. It also helps small businesses and promotes asset building for 
residents and businesses in economically distressed communities.
	 Grinker also served as: Commissioner of the New York City Human Resources 
Administration (1986–89) and president and founder of the Manpower Dem-
onstration Research Corporation (1974–82). He also has experience as: Senior 
Program Officer, The Ford Foundation; Assistant Commissioner, Community 
Development Agency of the City of New York; Assistant Director for Operations 
of the United Planning Organization of Washington, D.C.; and Staff Attorney for 
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights and U.S. Department of Labor.

President, Neinas Sports Services
Named one of Sports Illustrated’s Ten 
Most Powerful People in Sports, 2003 
(Number 11 was Joe Paterno.) 

It is not uncommon for college foot-
ball fans to second guess coaching 

hires, admiring the brilliance of ath-
letic departments when the team does 
well and wondering “what on earth 
were they thinking” when the team 
does not do well. Chuck Neinas is one 
of the few people who actually have 
an influence on who gets hired where. 
As a trusted insider and consultant, 

Neinas is commonly described as the 
person to call if you are a college that 
wants to enhance its coaching staff.
	 With over forty years’ experi-
ence in college sports, the former Big 
Eight commissioner has an impressive 
network of contacts that has helped 
place over thirty head coaches and 
athletic directors at schools including 
the universities of Georgia, Oklahoma, 
San Diego State, Notre Dame, Texas, 
and Texas A&M.
	 Neinas was executive director of 
the College Football Association (CFA) 
from 1980 to 1997. In this role, he ne-
gotiated television contracts and ad-
ministered a television plan on behalf 
of CFA members with major media 
outlets and promoted CFA-sponsored 
NCAA legislation to improve academic 
standards. He was commissioner of 
the Big Eight Conference (1971–80) 
and assistant executive director of the 
NCAA (1961–71). He is one of two 
individuals to be honored with the 
highest awards of both the American 
Football Coaches Association and the 
National Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletics. He also was a 
member of the United States Olympic 
Committee Board of Directors for 
eight years.
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Founder and Director of one of 
Wisconsin’s earliest nonprofit public 
interest law firms, leading advocate 
consumer and health care rights

Louise Trubek has been a pioneer 
for most of her life. She left 

Brooklyn in 1953 to attend UW as 
one of the first “Ford Girls” on the 
Madison campus. At age sixteen, she 
was among 165 precocious teens 
from around the country who studied 
on campus between 1951 and 1955 
under a Ford Foundation-funded early 
admissions program.
	 Upon graduation, she studied law 
at Yale University as one of six women 
in her class. After earning her law 
degree, Trubek established two vision-
ary public interest law projects in New 
Haven, CT.
	 She returned to Madison when her 
husband David, whom she had met as 
an undergraduate student, accepted a 
position at the University of Wisconsin 
Law School. In 1974, she founded 
the Center for Public Representation, 
which quickly became Wisconsin’s 
premier legal advocacy firms.
	 Tackling issues such as marital 
property reform, health care consumer 
law, and elder law, the center com-
bined senior lawyers with law students 
in programs that set new standards 
for legislative advocacy and consumer 
education. In recognition of her work, 
Trubek received the Marigold Shire 
Melli Achievement Award from the 
Legal Association for Women, the 
Association of Trial Lawyers’ Human 
Rights Award, and was named one of 
the ten people who made a difference 
in Wisconsin during the 1980s.

	 Today, she heads the UW Law 
School’s Health Law Project, which 
focuses on health law, policy, and 
administration, and writes and teaches 
on public interest law in the United 
States and internationally. She shares 
her expertise on public interest law 
practice with legal communities in 
Southeast Asia and Latin America.

 

College Football’s Go-To Guy:  
Chuck Neinas (BS ’57, speech and history)

In the Public Interest: 
Louise (Grossman) 
Trubek (BA ’57, history)

Planting the Seeds of  Economic  
Self-Sufficiency: William J. Grinker  
(BS ’57, political science)

Thinking Worldly Thoughts:  
David M. Trubek (BA ’57)

Leading figure, international Law and Society movement,  
Emeritus Voss-Bascom Professor of Law and Dean of International Studies, 
University of Wisconsin–Madison

From his earliest days as a young State Department lawyer advising the Agency 
for International Development in Brazil, David Trubek has followed a passion 

for the complex intersections of law, economics, and social justice. Often at the 
forefront of critical re-examinations of legal theory and practice, he has had a 
significant impact on his fields of study and on the institutions in which he works.
As a law professor, Trubek created the Institute for Legal Studies, which stands 
today as a hub of scholarship, debate, and influence in the use of social science 
to enhance legal analysis.
	 In 1990, he brought his dynamism to UW–Madison’s international resources 
as Dean of International Studies, bringing the campus’s historic global reach to 
new prominence. His leadership strengthened and expanded federally-funded 
National Resource Centers for area and language studies, and established the 
campus as the institution with the largest number of such centers. His tenure also 
led to a significant expansion in the number, types, and world regions available 
for campus study abroad.
	 Trubek continued his scholarship in critical legal theory while dean, emerging 
at the fore of movements to recognize the globalization of law. He took the lead 
in organizing conferences to examine global trends in the aftermath of the Cold 
War, and provided and mentored younger colleagues who wanted to initiate 
global studies within their own disciplines.
	 He has been honored with the Chevalier dans l’Ordre des Palmes Aca-
demiques, the government of France’s highest honor, and the Law and Society 
Association’s Harry Kalven Prize. He serves on a National Research Council 
committee to review the effectiveness of federally funded international education 
programs.

continued, page 3
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Louise Trubek with fellow “Fordie”
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